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Ar an annual meeting of the NoxruEHAN Mis 
$10naky Secikrx in the State of New-York, held at 
Troy, on the 8th of February, 1798, reſolved, that the 
thanks of the Society be given to the Rev. ALEXANDER 
PROUDFIT for his diſcourſe delivered this evening, and 
that a copy of the ſam be requeſted; in order to be depoſited 
among the records of the Spciety, with a view for publica- 


tion at ſome convenient time. 


JOHN B. SMITH, Preſidents 
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Ann RE SAID UNTO THEM, GO YE INTO ALL THE. 
. WORLD, AND. PREACH THE, GOSPEL, TO EVERY R 
CREATURE, 


TX 173. 11 [ > , 
an; Tur general diffuſion of the Goſpel through 
the world is an event not more deſirable in itſelf, than 
clearly foretold and explicitly promiſed in the Oracles 
of Truth, With all that majeſty which ſo eminently 
characterizes the poetry of the eaſt, with a fervour of 
ſtile expreſſive. of the extacy of their ſouls, and with a 
confidence peculiar to inſpiration, did the Jewiſh pro- 
hets foretell the wider extenſion, and increaſing glo- 
ries of Meſſiah's reign. Not confining themſelves tg a 
particular age, or to the poſterity of Abraham, they 
embraced, in their rapturous view, all periods of time, 
and all the kindreds of the nations, Jt is a light thang, 
ſays the evangelic Iſaiah, perſonating the Everlaſting 
Father in his addreſs to the Son as our ſurety, It is a 
tight thing that thou ſhouldeſt be my ſervant to raiſe up the 
tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved of Iſrael : I 
will alfo give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt 
be my ſalvation unto the end of the earth. With equal 
tranſports of gratitude, of admiration and joy, did he 
anticipate the period when Jehovah ſhould be one, and 
his name one, throughout the world : when the light of 
the knowledge of his glory, long impriſoned, by the 
partition wall, within the limits of Paleſtine, ſhould 
burſt beyond its narrow boundaries, kindle farther and 
wider, and illumine, with its radiance benign, the re- 
moteſt corners of the univerſe. 
Bur, beloved in the Lord, more glorious things are 
reſerved for us. The events which to Enoch, to Abra- 
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ham, to Iſaiah, were only in proſpect, we contemplate 
as amply realized ànd accompliſhed. The day of the 
Son of Man they beheld- 39 off. Elevated on the 
mount of inſpiration, their eyes caught a few ſolita 

rays, refractured over the horizon, and feebly gilding 
the general gloom. But lo! 1503 us the Sun of 
e has actually ariſen. On yonder ſkies, 
amidſt clouds of oppoſition, we behold him irrefiſtably 


aſcending, until he blazes forth in 3 of 


meridian glory. Jeſus, the great Angel of the Cove- 
nant; Jeſus, the glorious Antitype of the Levitical 
Economy; . Jeſus,. the defire of all nations; foreſeen by 
the eye, and foretold by the lip of ancient propheſy, hag 
defcended from heaven, and tabernacled in our worl, 

In his birth, in his life, his death, his reſurrection an 

aſcenſion, he amply confirmed the truth of his miſſo1 

and evinced himſelf to be the Meſſiah promiled to the 
fathers. As a proof that he was the Mighty God an- 
nounced by Iſaiah, he produced miracles the moſt aſ- 


toniſhing, cauſing the blind to ſee, the deaf to hear, the 


lame to walk, the dead to ariſe : as a proof that the 
gates of paradiſe were re-opened for us, and the nl 
of all made acceſſible by him, as the way, the truth, 
and the life, the veil of the Temple 4s rent in twain. from 
the top to the bottom: as a proof that he was the Sav- 
zour, not of the Jews only, but alſo of the Gentiles, 
the wall of partition ſeparating between the tribes. of 
Abraham and of Adam, is cloven to the ground, the 
enſign of the croſs waves aloft to the nations, and the 
ſovereign command is iſſued forth, go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Goſpel to every creature. To pro- 
mote obedience to this command, 1s at once the object 
of our preſent meeting, and of this diſcourſe. To all 
who have embarked in the miſſionary cauſe, and are 
duly impreſſed with the magnitude of the enterpriſe, 
the following queries muſt appear highly momentous : 
What are the peculiar principles of that Goſpel which 
we are commanded to preach ? What is the extent of 
our commiſſion ? What 1s our obligation to proſecute 
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the undertaking Three queries, not more pertinent to 
the preſent oecaſion, than obviouſly ſuggeſted in the 
text. 0 | 4 

I. Wnar are the peculiar principles of that Goſpel 
which we are commanded to-preach ? It is unneceſſary 
largely to advert, before this intelligent audience, to 
the different ſignifications of the term Goſpel, as employ- 
ed in ſcripture.” Sometimes it is underſtood in a ſtritt, 


limited ſenſe, and fimply imports an aſſemblage of ab- 


folute; unconditional pfomiſes; it is merely a declara- 
tion of Jehovah's love to our periſhing world; and lit- 
erally, ſigniſies good tidings of great joy. Sometimes it 
is underſtood in a ſenſe more general, and comprehends' 
the whole of revelation. The latter is obvioully its 
meaning in the paſſage ſubmitted to conſideration. To 
preach the Goſpel, therefore, is to unfold the various 
doctrines of revelation, according to their ſeparate im- 
portance, and their intimate connection with each oth- 
er. To diſcharge this duty with fidelity, it is required, 

I. Txart we proclaim the apoſtacy of mankind, and 
the ruin which neceſſarily ſueceeds, in conſequence of 
their apoſtacy. That all have ſinned, and come ſhort 
of the glory of God, is equally an eſſential and an ob- 
vious principle of Chriſtianity. In the light of revela- 
tion, we behold the human kind as weltering in their 
blood, expoſed in the open field, to the loathing of 
their perſons; as children of wrath, alienated from the 
life of God; without ſtrength; dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins. Theſe, and ſimilar expreſſions, do not import the 
ſuſpenſion of natural life, or the diſunion of ſoul and 
body; but they imply that ſtate of condemnation, in 
which we are born: they alſo imply that the energies 
of ſpiritual life are totally deſtroyed, that communion 
with God, the fountain of rational felicity, is wholly 
interrupted: they imply not only an utter 3 
for, but an invincible oppoſition unto all that is moral- 
ly or ſpiritually good. The carnal mind is enmity againſt 
God, for it is not ſubject to the law of God, neither indeed can 
be, 'Fhis corruption of our nature was ſenſibly felt, and 


. 

fleeply deplored, by the more contemplative among the 
heathen. The paſſions of pride, envy, revenge, which 
broke forth in deeds of intrigue, rapine and murder; not 
to mention war, which frequently deſolated nations, and 
drenched the earth with the blood of its inhabitants; were 
to them awful proofs that mankind had fallen from their 
primitive purity. But although the fact, that our race 
had degenerated, was undeniable, yet the cauſe, by un- 
enlightened reaſon, neither was nor could be diſcover- 

ed.“ This intereſting information, it was reſerved for 
the Goſpel to afford. With the lamp of revelation we 
are conducted up from thoſe deadly dreams of iniquity, 
to the apoſtacy of our firſt parents, as the ſource of our 
corruption and woe. By one man's diſobedience, many 
were made ſinners. By one man fin entered into the world, 
and death by fin. ; and jo death paſſed upon all men, for that 
all have finned. The doctrine of our federal repreſent- 
ation in the firſt Adam, and of our condemnation thro* 
his fall, however mortifying to the pride, or offenſive 
to the wiſdom of this world, conſtitutes an important 
part of the counſel of God. It has uniformly been 
confidered as an eſſential principle of the Goſpel, and 
as ſuch has been publickly avowed and faithfully de- 
fended by all, in every age, whoſe profeſſion has reflect- 
ed any honour on the Chriſtian name, or whoſe labours 
have rendered any conſiderable advantage to the Chriſ- 
tian cauſe. Whoever thou art, child of Adam, hat- 
ever be thy external condition, however elevated in 
rank, or affluent in fortune, thou art by nature a child 
of wrath, an heir of hell. There is none righteous, no not 
one. What thing foever the law ſaith, it ſaith to them that 
are under the law. There is no exception. The charge 
is thundered - unequivocally into the ears of each per- 
ſon within theſe walls, of the whole poſterity of Adam; 
that every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world become 
guilty before God. 


See Halyburton's Inſufficiency of Nat. Rel. chap. . 
+ For a ſhort, yet ſatisfactory, vindication of the divine proced- 
ure, in ordaining Adam our federal head, and imputing his tranſ- 
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Bor are we called to mourn as thoſe that have #6 
hope ? are we doomed to the melancholy exerciſe of 
contemplating our ruin, without any profpe@ of a re- 
coverpy ? No. Glory to God: although we have de- 
ſtroyed ourſelves, in Jehovah is our help; He thought 
upon us in our low eſtate. In his wiſdom he contri- 
ved, in his power he executed, and in his grace reveal- 
ed, a method by which he can be juſt, and the juſtifier of 
the ungodly, This is another important part of the glo- 
rious goſpel. The Ons repreſent all the adorable 
perſons of the Godhead as equally concerned, and ſuſ- 
taining their reſpeQive capacities, in the economy of 
our redemption. Moved by pure unmerited mercy, 
the father, from eternity, made a ſovereign and abſolute 
choice of a portion of our family, whom he predeſtina- 
ted to glory; theſe he gave as an inheritance to his 
eternal Son, becoming their ſurety and repreſentative in 
the covenant of grace. There appears to have been # 
tranſaction awfully ſolemn, between Jehovah the Fath= 
er and his Son, at the concertion of this wondrous plan, 
in a formal ſurrender of the elect by the former, and 
their cordial reception by the latter. I know my theep, 
fays the Divine Redeemer, I know my ſheep, and am 
known of mine ; and I give to them eternal life, and 


they ſhall never periſn: my Father, that gave them me, 


eſſion to our account, I refer the reader to- Meditations on the 

ord's Prayer; by Lord Chiet Juſtice Hale:” A defence ſo caiis 
did, and ſo avowed, by a perſon of his acknowledged integrity 
and literary eminence, carries with it double weight, and demands 
at leaſt, ferious reflection, from thoſe who wantonly reject; as ir- 
rational, the venerable doctrines of Chriſtianity. He was no Pricfs 
who ought, as they ſuppoſe; to . tremble when their citadel is aſ- 
failed ;” but a lay-man ; and conſequently no farther intereſted in 
the vindication of this doctrine, than he felt concerned for the 
ſupport of truth, and the welfare of fellow mortals. He was no 
—_— believer, who tamely reſigns the exerciſe of judgment, 
and receives his principles trom parental or prieſtly authority; 
but a philoſopher, a friend to free enquiry; an eininent ſtateſman, 
and a civilian little inferior to any that ever adorned the bench of 
his country. 
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is greater than all. All thine are mine, and mine are 
thine. Do any aſk what was: the cauſe of this choice 7 
I reply, the bee of Jehovah was excluſively the 
caule. Sovereignty was the cauſe why men were cho- 
ſen in preference to angels. Sovereignty was the cauſe 
why one man was choſen in preference to another. All 
the grace manifeſted to the people of God in time, as 
their pardon, their converſion, their adoption into the 
divine family, their perſeyerance in holineſs, and final 
introduction to glory, is a conſequence of their being 
choſen in eternity. Theſe bleſſings are ſo many rivu- 
lets of ſalvation, flowing from electing love, as their ev- 
erlaſting ſource. _ Art thou,. behever, highly favoured, 
above the reſt of the world? F rom a ſtate of condem- 
nation and wrath, haſt thou obtained peace and recon- 
ciliation? Once a ſtranger and foreigner, art thou con- 
tituted a child of God, an heir of glory, and ſweetly 
emboldened by the ſpirit of adoption to cry Abba, 
Father? Inſtead of that conſciouſneſs of guilt, thoſe 
forebodings of deſtruction, which, like arrows of the 
Almighty, ſhot through and drank up thy very. ſpirit, 

art thou now refreſhed with the ſmiles of thy Father's- 
countenance, with bleſſed: foretaſtes of thoſe joys un- 
utterable and full of glory, which are at his right hand? 
Thus thou art diſtinguithed, being chofen in Chriſt 
from all eternity, Not thine own excellence, but thy 
Father's good pleaſure, was the moving cauſe; He hath- 
ſaved and called thee with an holy calling, not accord- 
ing to thy works, but according to his own purpoſe and 
grace, given in Chriſt Jeſus, — the world began. 

I nave neither time nor inclination, at preſent, to ad- 
vert to the various objettions which have been occafion- 
ally urged againſt this. ſcriptural doQrine. The two 
following, however, fo frequently, and confidently pro-- 

ſed, we cannot paſs altogether unnoticed; ..... 
The doctrine of election has been repreſented as 
militating againſt the freedom of human agency, as 
hampering the goſpel- call, and rendering the ſinner's 
acquieſcence therewith, unwarrantable and preſumptu- 
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dus. This objection, however, does not really exiſt in 


the doctrine, but is created by the ignorant or inten- 
tional miſrepreſentation of its op 5 Salvation is 
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not offered to any as predeſitnated, nor refuled to any 
as paſſed by. Were theſe the terms upon which the goſ- 
pel offer was made, there might be ſome foundation for 
the cavil. The finner in the language of deſpair might 
reply, © I poſſeſs no evidences of my being eternally 
cholen, and therefore am unwarranted to accept of the 
pemedy propoſed ;” on the contrary, ſeſus, with his un- 
ſearchable riches, is tendered to each hearer of the Gol. 
pel individually: he is offered to all indiſcriminately z 
to all, without any exceptions. ariſing from age, rank, 
condition or moral character. The invitation of the 
Goſpel is as abſolute, as unhampered, as if the decree ot 
election did not exiſt, Since therefore ſalvation is pro- 
claimed to all without exception, the refufal of any to 
acquielce, cannot ariſe from his non election, for this is 
unknown to him; but mult ſpring from the enmity of 
his heart againſt the Goſpel. His incapacity for be- 
heving proceeds not from his being paſſed by; but 
from that loſs of moral principle or power which he 
ſuſtained by the fall. 

Axornkx objection not leſs triumphantly urged is, 
that the belief of ablolute predeſtination encourages our 
continuance in fin. It leads to the rejection, or at leaſt 
negle&, of every ordinance. *©* The purpoſe of God,” 
It is argued, © is unalterable, his will is irreſiſtable, ſuch 
as are elected muſt neceſſarily be ſaved aer e 
of means, while the damnation of the reſt is unavoi 
ble.” Theſe principles, that the purpoſe of God is 
unalterable, his will irreſiſtable, that the elect, and they 
only, will be faved, we readily acknowledge; but the 
iuference, that therefore the means of grace are ſuper- 
ſeded, we deny, as both unſcriptural and fatal. It can- 
not conſiſtently be maintained that this doQtine dif- 
countenances the uſe of means, . becauſe the decree of 
election is not preſented unto us as the rule of our 
duty ; but the authority of Jehovah, ſpeaking 1n his 
, word, There he commands us to Hive all IE to 
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Make our calling and eleftion ſure ; to work out our 
falvation, with fear and trembling. - But let us appeal 
to facts, and aſcertain whether the cautious preaching 


bf this truth be attended with this effect. Where are 


the ſanctuaries of public worſhip generally crouded ? 
Where do the hearers hang in trembling attention upon 
the lips of the ſpeaker ? Where are their hearts appa- 
rently ſolemnized? Where is every inferiour thought 
feemingly abſorbed in concern about the weightier in- 
tereſts of eternity ? In thoſe places, I am bold to affirm, 
Where this, and other peculiar doctrines of the goſpel, 
are faithfully and judiciouſly taught. 1 am forry,” 
ſays an eminently faithful and ſucceſsful ſervant of the 
croſs, J am ſorry that this doctrine of election is {0 
rarely taught: and I am ſure that it is not enly the 
* doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, but that the work 
af the Goſpel in converſion of finners, and in the edi- 
** fication, growth and holineſs of faints, did proſper 
* more when ſuch doctrine was more commonly taught, 
„ than now.“ * 
Ix is abſurd to aſſert, That if elected we ſhall be 
ſaved, therefore means are ſuperſeded: there is no ne- 
ceſſity for believing and repenting, becauſe ſalvation is 
certain.” Are we not appointed to holinefs as an in- 
diſpenſible prerequiſite to glory? Duty and privilege, 
the means and the end, are connected inſeparably in the 
counſel of God. We are indeed choſen abſolutely to 
ſalvation; but no leſs abſolutely to ſandification of 
the ſpirit and belief of the truth. In conformity to that 
eternal tranſaction, by which the Son of God was or- 
dained the mediator of the covenant, he, in the fulneſs 
of time, aſſuming the manhood into a perſonal union 
with his divinty, appeared in our world, and by obey- 
ing the precept and undergoing the penalty of the law, 
brought in an everlaſting righteouſneſs. This, my 
brethren, is the fubſlance and glory of the Goſpel : that 

ehovah the Son, a coequal and coeternal perſon with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghoft, in the Divine Effence, 
aflumed the character of Jeſus, that he was inveſted 


* Traill's Sermon, Vol. 2, page 32. 
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with our nature, that he was ſubſtituted in our federal 

room, that he ſuſtained, by imputation, our iniquities, 
and by the effuſion of his blood made an abzual and 
ample expiation for ſin : theſe are the pri which 
render the Goſpel a ſcheme worthy of God, wondrous 
to angels, and pacifying to the awakened conſgzence. 
To reveal Jeſus in his perſon, his ofhces, his relations; 
and the ſalvation he beſtows, is the whole deſign of 
Chriſtianity. Do we ſearch the ſcriptures ? They teſſi- 
fy of Chrift. Do we conſult the prophets? To him 
they all bear witneſs. The teſtimony of Jeſus is the 
{pirat of , Do we meditate on the promiſes N 
They are all yea and amen in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Do we contemplate the Levitical Law in its complicate 
ed myſterious ſtructure, its rites, ceremonies and fſacri- 
fices ? The law is a ſchool-maſter, leading us to Chrift. 
In relation to the Lord Jeſus, there are rwo principles 
upon which prophets and apoſtles principally dwelt 5 
and which lay — to our principal vindication; firſt- 
ly, his — and uncreated godhead, and ſegondly. 
his ſubſtitution in the room of his people. 

Tus divinity af Meſhah is the corner-ſtone upos 
which the fabric of redemption is founded. Without 
this, the Goſpel muſt ceaſe to afford conlolation to our- 
ſelves ; and, by the heathen, to whom it 4s our preſent 
purpoſe to extend it, cannot be received as a joyſul 
found. The ſentiment may be unpopular, it may be 
branded as illiberal, yet, ſupported by the word of God, 
I feel emboldened to utter it, that the Prince of Dark- 
nels is as worthy of our communion, and our counte- 
mance, as the man who perſiſts deliberately, wilfully 
and avowedly, to deny the deity of our Lord. Thou 
art the Son of God—thou art the Holy one.of God, ave the 
oonfeſſions of Beelzebub to the glory of Jehus. Trueat 
is, devils are his obftinate enemies. Implacably they 
reſiſt the progreſs of his kingdom: yet, in our appoſt- 
tion to him, there is a colouring of malignity with 
which theſe apoſtate ſpirits cannot * poffibl y be charged. 
They never oppoled him as their Saviour, dlothed — 


their mature, and appearing for the expreſs purpale ot 
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their ſalvation. The ſinite mind cannot expand to con- 
ceive the complicated blaſphemies, hichlare neceſſa- 
rily involved in the denial of this doctrine. It not 
only charges the Father with inconſiſtence, who, upon 
bringing his firſt begotten into the world, ſays, let all 
the angels of Cod worſhip him : It not only charges the 


Son with preſumption, who- thought it no robbery to be 


equal with God ; it not only gives the Holy Ghoſt the. 
he, Who has afforded the moſt pointed teſtimonies to 
his godhead; it not only charges the angels with idola- 
try, who aſcribe with a loud voice, ſalvation to him who: 


Jitteth upon the throne ; but it infuſes the wormwood of 


perdition into the ſweeteſt cup of Chriſtian conſolation. 
Expunge fromthe ſacred page that fingle truth, that 
Jeſus, our ſurety, is Jehovah the eternal, and you rob 


Chriſtianity of the brighteſt jewel that adorns her croẽn: 
you rob the Chriſtian of his comfort in life, of his tris 


umph in death, and of his confidence at the tribunal; 
our preaching becomes vain, thy faith, O believer, alſo 
is vain, yea and we are found falſe witneſſes of God. 

The deity and atonement of our Lord ſtand and fall 
together. Could any, but he who is infinite in his na- 
ture, communicate infinitude of merit to his undertak- 
ing? Could a being, ho is not almighty in power, 
ſuſtain the ſhock of almighty wrath, and by one offer- 
ing of himſelf, expiate the guilt, not only of millions of 
perſons, but alſo of millions of tranſgreſſions i in the ſame 
perſon, which are all infinite in malignity ? Then might 
this hand graſp the ocean, or this arm wield the ele- 
ments of nature. The temporary ſufferings of him 
„ho was eternal, could alone be a full compenſation 


for the eternal ſuſferings of thoſe who are temporary.” 
Rejoice, O Chriſtain, in the divinity of thy Redeemer! 
This is the name by which he is called, the Lord our 
"righteouſneſs. He is diſtinguiſhed with every name, per- 
fection, honor, operation of God. He, who ſuffered as 


our ſubſtitute, is the Father's. equal, his fellow, the 
brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of his 
perlon. By him all things were made, that are in hea- 
ven and in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be 
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thrones or dominions, or principalities eee all 
things: were created by him and for him. 

- Taz ſubſtitution of our Lord jeſus, in the room ot 
his people, is another principle of the Goſpel, equally 
eſſential and carefully to be maintained. He uniform 
ly acted in a public capacity, as the federal head of an 
elected world. All that he did, or endured, bore an 
immediate relation to them. Each inſtance of ſuffering 
that he underwent, from the blood of his eircumciſion 
to the blood of his croſs, is imputed to their account, 
and ſecures their redemption from wrath; Each act of 
obedience, which he performed, from his aſſumption of 
our nature. till, at death, he exclaimed it is ſiniſſed, is 
charged to them, and conſtitutes their title to glory. 
To alſert that the Redeemer ſtood in any other capaci- 
ty, that he ſuffered merely as a pattern of patience, as 
an example of heroiſm, or a martyr to the truth, is lit- 
erally to make his croſs of none effect. It is to degrade 
the oracles of God to a level with the alcoran of Ma- 
hommed, or the ſhaſters of the Bramin. With equal 
propriety we might be directed to believe in Paul, or 


Peter, or Apollos, for juſtification, as in the Son of 


God ; for they, during their lives, were noble advocates 
for the truth, and: at laſt ſealed with the blood of mar- 
tyrdom the doctrines they had taught. But the reali- 
ty of his ſubſtitution in our covenant room, of his vi- 
carious ſufferings, and of our acceptance through a vi- 
carious righteouſneſs, are taught as clearly in the ſcrip- 
tures as language can expreſs them. He was delivered 
for our offences, and roſe again for our juſtification. 
He bare dür fins in his own body upon the tree, that 
we, being dead unto ſin, might live unto righteouſneſs. 
There was, if the expreſſion might be allowed, an actu- 
al interchange of condition between Chriſt and his peo- 
ple. Their tranſgreſſions were accounted to him, and 
conſtituted the meritorious cauſe of his condemnation: 
the Father laid on him the iniquity of us all: he hath 
borne our griefs and carried our ſorrows : he ſuffered, 

the juſt:-for the unjuſt, that he might bring us unto- 
God. On the other hand, his righteouſneſs is imputed 
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unto them, and procures their juſtification : there is u 
condemnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus: whe 
ſhall Jay any thing to the: charge of God's ele& ? It is 
Got that juſtifieth, who is he that condemneth ? It ig 
Chriſt that died. | | 
Fon the Holy Ghoſt, the third perſon in tlie god- 
Head, is reſerved the application of the purchaſed re- 
demption. His office in the economy of grace is not 
lefs' important, nor leſs clearly pointed out, than thoſe: 
of the Father and of the Son. By his almighty energies, 
he raiſes from the death of fan, and imparts to the ſoul 
principles of life immortal and divine. It is the Spirit 
thatquickeneth. In regeneration the finner is altogether 
paſſive * he neither prediſpofes himfelf for, nor after 
wards co-operates with the Spirit, in producing this 
Heavenly change. The Spirit, ovah, is excluſively 
the efficient. The children of the kingdom are there- 
fore repreſerited as being born of God, born of the Spi- 
rit ; begotten again to a lively hope, by the wafhing. of 
regeneration, even the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, It 
would be equally unneceſſary and unſeafonable to no- 
tice the varied objetions, which the pretended friends 
ant avowed enemies of the croſs have alternately ad- 
duced againſt this principle of the Goſpel; Sufficient 
it is for all modeſt enquirers after truth, that thus hath 
Jehovah revealed, and had he not deſigned that this 
doctriue ſhould be both Believed. and profeſſed, he 
would not have taught it with ſuch precifion by the 
ps of his apoſtles and prophets. All the characters by 
which man is repreſented, in his natural condition; and 
the official titles by which the divine Spirit is deſignat- 
ed, concur to render this truth unqueſtionable. Why 
is the former pronounced to be without ſtrength, to be 
dead in treſpaſſes and in fins, unleſs to ſhew that, as 
readily might the breathleſs corpſe imbibe the energies 
of life, and ſtart from the tomb, vigorous and healthful, 
as the finner, independently of divine aid, put forth any 
— exerciſe or act? Why is the change effected 
y the firſt communication of gracious principles, called 


a new birth, anew man, a new creation. a regeneration, 
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unleſs to manifeſt that as we are not the cauſe of out 
natural, we neither are, nor can be, the cauſe of out 
ſpiritual exiſtence ? Why is the Spirit of Jehovah en- 
titled the ſpirit of faith, of love, of patience; of repent- 
ance, unleſs to prove that by his agency upon the 
heart, theſe graces are produced and perfected? By 
grace are we ſaved, through faith. With the rod of 
revelation the miniſter of the goſpel may {mite the rock 
of the human heart, but the power of God only can 
make the waters of repentance to flow forth. Like the 
prophet, we may deſcend into the valley of viſion, with 
deep concern we may contemplate the dry bones fcat- 
tered around the mouth of the grave, travailing as in 
birth for their re-animation, we may cry, O ye dry bones; 
hear ye the word of the Lord; but the energiſing breath 
of God muſt breathe upon them, before the ſhaking will 
take place, before bone will come to his bone, and ſinew 
to his ſinew, in the new creation. © | 

Wie might enumerate a variety of other truths, which 
conſtitute an eſſential part of the Goſpel ; as the inſtru- 


mentality of faith in our juſtification, the importance of 


good works, for evidencing the reality of our conver- 
ion, the neceſſity of conſtant communion with Chrilt, 
the living head, and of conſtant communications from 
his fulneſs, for our advancement in holineſs ;z theſe, how- 
ever, with many others, we paſs over, and proceed to the 

II. Szconpd enquiry, Which is, the extent of our 
commiſſion? | | 

Tuis is written in terms the moſt comprehenſive, the 
moſt unlimited, and is addreſſed to every creature. 

Firſt. Ir reſpe&s ſinners indiſcriminately, who hear 
the word of reconciliation : perſons of every character 
and condition, No exception is made in the everlaſt- 
ing Goſpel ; no terms are introduced to hamper the 
general call, or diſcourage any from complying ; no 
qualifications are ſpecified, as repentance for former fins, 
reformation of conduct, or deſires after holineſs, as pre- 
requiſites to our acceptance of the great ſalvation. ' Je- 
lus, with the boundleſs plenitude of his'covenant, with 
his blood to atone, his righteouſnelagy acquit, his grace 
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to ſanctify and qualify for glory, is propoſed uncondi- 
tionally: whoſoever will, may come and take of the 
water of life freely. In my maſter's name, and by his 
divine appointment, I offer to each individual within 
theſe walls a free ſalvation: © Are you diſeaſed? Jeſus, 
whom I proclaim, is an infinite phyſician. Are you 


defiled ? He is made of God ſanctification. Are you 


ſpiritually naked, ſtript of that attire of innocence which 
once adorned our nature? He has robes of righteouſ- 
neſs and garments of ſalvation to beſtow. Are you im- 
potent, and unable to believe? He is the author and 
finiſher of our faith. Unable to repent ? He is exalt- 
ed to give repentance and remiſhon. Are you dead in 
treſpaſſes and ſins ? Jefns, whom F proclaim, is the reſ- 
urrection and the life. The very dead he makes to hear 
his voice, and live. Let not the recollection of former 
crimes, of deliberately perſevering in ſin, of wilfully 
rejecting the invitations of the Goſpel, or reſiſting the 
monitions of the Holy Ghoſt, diſcourage you from ac- 
cepting the offered atonement. His love, O inner, is 
boundleſs as his being; his grace is an ocean without 
bottom, without ſhore. None are this moment elevated 
higher in the climes of bliſs, none are filled with greater 
exſtacies of joy, none pour forth louder aeclamations 
of praiſe to the author of their ſalvation; than thoſe 
who were once plunged' deepeſt in perdition: Often, 
often, has a ſovereign —— choſen the rudeſt ſtones 
in nature's quarry, poliſned them with his grace, and 
reared them up on his building of glory. His arm is 
not yet ſhortened, that it cannot ſave. 

Tux commiſſion, however, is ſtill more comprehen- 
five, and extends to all the nations of the earth. Nothing 
is more obvious, from ancient prophecy and the writ- 
ings of the apoſtles, than the final introduction of the 
gentiles to the privileges of the goſpel. Meſſiah is there 
exhibited under characters the moſt general, as the 
ſaviour of all men, the deſire of all nations, a propitiation 
for the ſins of the whole world. Images in nature the 
moſt ſigni ſicant, are employed to ſhadow for thboth the 
amplitude and che duration of his kingdom. It is com- 
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pared to a grain of muſtard- ſeed, which although in 
itlelf almoſt imperceptibly ſmall, groweth into a tree, ſo 
that the fowls of the air lodge in its branches: to a 
ſtone cut out of the mountains without hands, which 
ſhould gradually extend, ſhould at length fill the whole 
earth, and remain forever, Although the goſpel had 
long been partial in its ſpread, Paleſtine being the only 
country enlightened with its glory, the poſterity of 
Abraham the excluſive recipients of ts bleſhngs ; yet 
now the gentiles ſhall haften to its light, and kings to 
the brightneſs of its riſing. All the ends of the world 
ſhall remember and turn unto the Lord, and all the 
kindreds of the nations ſhall worſhip before thee. They 
that dwell in the wilderneſs ſhall bow before him, the 
Kings of Tarſhis and of the ifles ſhall bring preſents ; 
the kings of Sheba and Seba ſhall offer gifts, yea all 
kings ſhall fall down before him, all nations ſhall ſerve 
him. This goſpel of the kingdom ſhall be preached in 
all the world, for a witneſs to all nations, and then ſhall 
the end“ come. | 


* It by the end here mentioned, with Biſhops Newton, Hurd, 
and other judicious commentators, we underſtand the overthrow 
of Jerufalem, there cannot poſſibly be a more laminous argument 
tor the authority of prophecy, nor a more encduraging argument 
for us to perſevere in our undertaking. The prediction, in all its 
varied parts, received an accompliſhment, no leſs minute than if 
it had been a literal hiſtory of events which had already occurred. 
It appears, indeed,” obſerves the former of theſe writers, from 
the hiſtory of the church, that before the deſtruction of Jeraſa- 
lem, the Goſpel was preached not only in the leſſer Aſia, and 
Greece and Italy, the great theatres of ation then in the world; 
but was N propagated as far northward as Scythia, as far 
ſouthward as Ethiopia, as far eaſtward as Parthia and India, as far 
weſtward as Spain and Britain, How improbable, and to all 
human appearance, impoſſible, was it that a few poor fiſhermen, 
and ſuch inferior, illiterate perſons, ſhould propagate and eſtabliſh 
a new religion in ſo ſhort a ſpace ot time, throughout the world; 
- doubtleſs it was not man's work, but God's: and from the ſame 
divine Spirit proceeded both the prophecy and the completion.” 
Diſſert. on Proph. vol. i. page 409, 410. Correſpondently with 
this, Biſhop Hurd eloquently remarks, ** Againſt all appearance 
the ſucceſs followed. In lefs than half a century the {ound of the 
Goſpel went into all lands, and within three centuries {rom the 
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III. Ovn obligation to attempt the more general 
propagation of the Goſpel, was our third enquiry, and 
now invites our attention. I might mention the ex- 
}icit command of the great God our Saviour: go ye 
into all the world, teach all nations, baptizing in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Does 
this command leſs properly belong to us, is it leſs in- 
violably binding on us, than on the apoſtles, whoſe ears 
heard 1t audibly from the lips of their preſent Lord ? 
I might obſerve, that it receives an additional obliga- 
tion from the awful ſolemnity of his immediate depar- 
ture. No ſooner had Zion's King inſtructed his diſci- 
ples in the things that concerned the future interſts of 
his church, and iſſued the royal mandate, preach the 
gofpel to every creature, than lo! he is parted from them: 
making the cherub his car, and the cloud his pavilion, 
he aſcends on high, and enters his glory, to return no 
more, until the reſtitution of all things! I might add, 
as another circumſtance, heightening our obligation to 
activity in promoting the extenſion of his Goſpel, the 
conſtraining influence of redeeming love. We know 
the grace of the Lord Jeſus, that though he was rich, 
yet for our ſakes, he became poor, that we, through his 
poverty, might be made rich. The degradation and 
the ſufferings of the Son of God in the room of his 
people, nnpoſe on them an eternal obligation for zeal 
in his cauſe. He has thereby ſet us an example that 
we ſhould follow. his footſteps. Can we contemplate 
the immenſity of his grace, in veiling the grandeur of 
the God in the meannels of the Man; the obſcurity 
of his birth, that the arbiter of worlds was born in a 
manger ; the poverty of his life, that the heir of all 
things had not where to lay his head; the mingled 


death of Chriſt, Chriſtianity aſcended the imperial throne, and 
had the utmoſt parts of the earth for her poſleſhon.” Lett. on 
Proph. vol. i. page 199. Contemplating ſucceſs ſo unexpected 
and aſtoniſhing, Zion may ardently exclaim, What hath the Lord 
wrought ! ſhe may triumphantly add, What is he not ſtill able ta 
eftett ! Out of the mouth of babes and ſucklings he can yet ore 
dain ſtrength, for the boundleſs diſſuſion of his Geſpel: Jeho- 
vah haſten it in his time! 


C =] 


ignominy and agony of his croſs ; can we contemplate 
theſe, unawed with aſtoniſhment, uninflamed with grati- 
tude and love ? Behold what manner of love-1s this ! 
What finite mind can ſurvey its infinite dimenhons ! 
Who can comprehend its height, its depth, its length 
and its breadth ! | 


—— Where roll my thoughts 
„To reſt from wonders ? Other wonders riſe, 
And ſtrike where'er they roll; my foul is caught: 
Heaven's ſovereign bleſſings cluſtering from the croſs 
* Ruſh on her in a throng, and cloſe her round, 
The pris'ner of amaze.” 


What heart of ſtone but glows at thoughts like theſe ?” 


The very earth, that felt the pangs of diſſolution, and 
ſhook to her centre, the rocks that were rent, the graves 
that were opened, the dead who aroſe, the ſun who 
veiled himſelf in darkneſs, rebuke our inſenſibility and 
ingratitude. But we ſhall confine our attention to the 
two following conſiderations, obligating us to diſinter- 
eſted zeal in this caule : | 
1ſt. A coxcerx for the glory of God. True it is, 
his operations, both in Creation and Providence, illuſ- 
triouſly diſplay his infinite perfections: the Heavens 
declare the glory of God, as the royal bard loftily ex- 
preſles it, and the firmament ſheweth his handy work; 
day unto day uttereth ſpeech, and night unto night 
ſheweth knowledge: every objett around us, is in- 
ſtamped legibly with the characters of divinity : all 
the varied orders of being, whether animate or inani- 
mate, from. the minuteſt reptile, crawling upon the 
earth, to that blazing orb which rolls majeſtic along 
the Heavens, proclaim the wiſdom, the benignity, and 
grandeur of their Great Creator. Theſe have afforded 
to every nation under Heaven, convincing proofs of 
the. divine exiſtence and perfections. Contemplating 
the ſun, which ſheds light and fertility on the earth, 
the moon, that with her milder radiance gilds the even- 
ing gloom, or the comet, ranging ſtupenduous through 
the trackleſs void, the ſavage wanderer of the woods, no 
leſs than the lettered inhabitant of the village, have 
acknowledged their Author to be Divine, Yet, it is 
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referved for the Goſpel to exhibit the moſt illuſtrious, 
the moſt aſtoniſhing diſplay. His word, Jehovah has 
magnified above all his name. On the page of inſpir- 
ation his holineſs, his juſtice, his grace and condeſcen- 
fion, perfections which his other works revealed ob- 
ſcurely, are legibly and luminouſly inſcribed. Here 
he is revealed as the Lord, the Lord God merciful and 
gracious : as the God of love, of peace, of patience 
and conſolation : as a father to the fatherleſs, and mer- 
ciful even to our unrighteouſneſſes, through the atone- 
ment of his ſon. * Here that immaculate purity which 
cannot look upon ſin, and that aſtoniſhing love which 
cannot behold the ruin of a ſinner, are awfully diſ- 
* played: the majeſty of the divine government is ſuf; 
* tained, and the rigour of the law fulfilled : juſtice is 
* ſatisfied, mercy, without reſtraint and without mea» 
** ſure, flows upon our guilty world.” In the Goſpel 
excluſively, 1s brought to human view, that myſtery 
of condeſcenſion and grace, God manifeſted in the 
fleſh; the expreſs image of Jehovah, made of no repu- 
tation. This, my brethren, may juſtly be pronounced 
the glory that excelleth. A God inveſted with our 
feeble nature; a God ſuſtaining, by imputation, our 
tranſgreſſions; a God expiring as a ſacrifice for our 
fins, is a ſubject into which Angels defired to look, 
which they, contemplate with increaſing admiration, 
a ſubject, which to Angels themſeves, muſt remain 
forever unexplored. But, alas! my brethren, are 
there not myriads of our race, by whom the attributes 
of God, as illuſtrated in the Goſpel, are unadmired, 
unknown? Nations, countleſs as the ſtars of Heaven, 
inhabit this Globe, who have neither heard his fame 
nor ſeen his glory. They are without God, and with- 
out Chriſt, in the world. They are become vain in 
their imaginations. They have changed the glory of 
the incorruptible God into an image made like to cor- 
ruptible man. With rude admiration, they gaze on 
the natural ſun, breaking from the caſt, and kindh 
day around them ; but never have their eyes beheld 
the ſun of righteouſneſs, whole benign glories diſſipate 
the more malignant gloom of ſpiritual darkneſs, Often 
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have their ears been ſhocked with the voice df God; 
ſpeaking terribly in the earthquake and the thunder 
but are yet unhailed by his ſtill ſmall voice in the word 
of reconciliation. They feel ſome ſenſe of obligation 
to him in whom they live, move, and have their being: 
but, alas! his glory they give to others, even to Gods 
of their own creation. 2B 

Wiru a concern for the glory of God, we may con- 
nect, as a ſecond obligation for preaching the goſpel; 
compaſſion for our fellow mortals. Sympathy for an 
object in diſtreſs, and a painful ſolicitude for its relief, 
are equally digmfied and univerſal characteriſtics of 
human nature. Who, that rolls in affluence, can delib- 
erately witneſs a fellow mortal periſhing. with hunger, 
and not adminiſter a pittance to his wants? Who, poſ- 
ſeſſed of the common feelings of humanity, could coolly 
view a fellow creature fhivering in the blaſt of winter, 
without endeavoring to afford him ſeaſonable relief? 
But a thouſand thouſand fold more pitiable is the ſpecs 
tacle here exhibited to our view. Not the body mere- 
ly, it being periſhable in its nature, its miſeries, how- 
ever exquiſite, are but of momentary duration; it is 
the ſoul, the precious, never, never dying ſoul, which 
claims our compaſſion and our aid. Do not your 
hearts melt within you while your eye rolls over that 
weſtern wilderneſs ? There you behold millions of 
your fellow mortals, periſhing without viſion; ſtung. 
deep they often are with remorſe for guilt ; but ſtran- 
gers to that Jelus whoſe blood ſpeaks reconciliation 
and peace. Whelmed occahonally with dread appre- 
henſions of approaching ruin; but ignorant of that 
12 who redeems from wrath, and ſecures from glory, 

ark ! from the dark thickets of yonder foreſt, a voice 
breaks upon my ear! Come over ye ſervants of the 
Moſt High God, that teach the way of ſalvation, come 
over and help us.” Are we not your brethren by nature, 
ſprung from the ſame common Parent? Ah, beloved, 
are we not venly guilty concerning theſe our brethren, 
in that we have ſeen the anguith of their ſouls, and have 
not reheved them ! Turning our faces towards the welt, 
with apparent earneſtneſs, we have often prayed, be ye 
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converted, be ye ſaued; but where are the monuments of 
our zeal for their converſion and ſalvation ? Shall we 
remain any longer unmoved by the cry of their miſe- 
ries ? Can they, to whom their own ſalvation is their chief 
concern, be altogether unconcerned about the ſalvation 
of others? Is it poſſible that any who have taſted that 
the Lord is gracious, who have felt thoſe joys unuttera- 
ble and full of glory, which overflow the ſoul under 
the aſſurance of his love, is it poſſible for ſuch to read 
thoſe awful declarations, where no viſion is, the people 
periſh : he will pour his fury upon the 'heathen, and yet 
refuſe their ſubſtance, refute their ſervice, for convey- 
ing to them the glad tidigns of reconciliation ? Let none 
deliberately mock the Moſt High, or wantonly inſult 
their-miſery, by adviſing us © to leave the work to Ho- 
ly Providence ; that God will extend relief to them in 
his own time.” Jehovah it is true worketh, but it is 
equally true he worketh by means. The Goſpel has 
never yet been propagated by miracle. As far as its 
Joyful ſound has extended through the earth, it has un- 
varyingly been effected through the intervention of 
means. Muſt the Eunuch be favingly enlightened in 
the knowledge of the truth? Philip is diſpatched to 
preach to him Jeſus. Muſt the Samaritan woman be 
inſtrued in the doctrines of ſalvation ? The Son of 
God mult needs paſs through her country. Is Corne- 
lius, the Roman Centurion; to be proſelyted to the Chriſ- 
tian religion? Peter is employed as the inſtrument of 
his converſion. Are the people of Macedonia to be 
viſited with the Goſpel of peace? Paul is addreſſed by 
the viſion, come over into Macedonia and help us. | 

The improvement of this doctrine is not leſs inter- 
eſting than it is obvious. 

I. Wr are encouraged amidſt oppoſition, however 
inveterate, to perſevere in our preſent undertaking. 
The deſign of evangelizing the nations, is not the ſud- 
den ſally of enthuſiaſm: it is not the deluſive dream 
of the viſionary; then it might poſſibly evaporate with 
the moment. No : it is the cauſe of Jehovah, and 
muſt invincibly prevail. While his ſovereign com- 
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mand, preach the Goſpel to every creature, authorizes us 
to proceed; his inviolable promiſe enſures both ſup- 
port and ſucceſs: Lo, I am with you always even unto the 
end of the world. | 
A TrousANnD prophecies relative to the ſpread of the 
Goſpel, and the converſion of the heathen; yet await 
their accompliſhment. In the place where it was ſaid 
unto them, ye are not my people, there they ſhall be 
called the ſons of the living God ; all the ends of the 
world ſhall remember and turn unto the Lord, and all 
the kindreds of the nations ſhall worſhip before him. 
Amidſt proſpects ſo glorious, what eye does not ſpar- 
kle with joy? What heart does not beat high with ex- 
peQation ? Let Zion rejoice, let the children of Judah 
be glad, for yet a little while and their king ſhall ex- 
tend unlimited the honours of his reign. Sing unto 
the Lord a new ſong, and his praiſe unto the ends of 
the earth; ye that go down to the ſea and all that is 
therein, the iſles and the inhabitants thereof. Let the 
wilderneſs and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the 
villages that Kedar doth inhabit : thou inhabitant of 
the rock ſing, ſhout from the top of thy mountain, for 
ere long ſhall the light of ſalvation dart joyous upon 
thy dreary abode. | 
Cons, beloved in the Lord, let us awake from ſecu- 
rity ; let us ſhake off the lethargy of former years; let 
our exertions hereafter bear ſome proportion to the 
magnitude of our enterprize, and to our confidence of 
ſucceſs. Does the enemy of the croſs eagerly ſeize; 
and induſtriouſly circulate, whatever tends to the diſ- 
honor of the Son of God? Shall we be leſs active in 
diffuſing the Goſpel of his glory? To glut the avarice 
or gratify the ambition of their imperious maſters, do 
not the minions of deſpotiſm brave oppoſition ? They 
encounter the perils of the ocean, ſubmit to the fatigues 
of the wilderneſs, they laugh at the glittering ſpear, 
they ruſh unmoved on death arrayed in tenfold hor- 
rors ; and ſhall we, who have enliſted as good ſoldiers 
under Jeſus, the great captain of ſalvation ; we, who 
profeſs to have imbibed his Spirit, who endured the 
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croſs and deſpiſed the ſhame ; we, whom he redeemec 
from the curſe, by enduring that very curſe in our 
room; we, for whom at the expenſe of his blood, he 
procured an inheritance incorruptible, and crowns of 
glory that never fade away; ſhall we betray leſs ardour 
and zeal ? Carelelsly can we fold our arms in floth, or 
baſely ſhrink from oppoſition, when our Captain waves 
aloft his ſtandard, and calls loud to follow on? O, my 
brethren, to all the boaſts of moderm mfidelity, let us 
not afford the additional triumph, that the friends of 
Zion are cold and unconcerned about her intereſts. 

Lr none dare to diſcourage us by multiplying ob- 
jections. FT repeat the declaration, the deſign of evan- 
gelizing the nations is the cauſe of Jehovah, and muſt 
invincibly prevail. Do any afk, where is your autho- 
rity, what is your warrant for interfering with the re- 
ligion of the heathen unlolicited; unaſked ? I reply, the 
commiſſion, inſtamped with the ſignature of -Zion's 
King, is this moment ſpread to our view : Preach the 
Goſpel to every creature. Do any aſk where are your 
miſhonaries, whom will you fend; who will embark for 
you in an enterprize ſo difficult, fo hazardous? I re- 
ply, that with Jefus jehovah is the rehdue of the Spi- 
rit. In him all the fullneſs of the god-head dwells: bo- 
dily. Evangeliſts, paſtors and apoſtles, ſons of than- 
der, ſons of confolation, he can eaſily raife up- as the 
neceflities of Zion require. Do any aſ where are your 
reſources for ſupporting expences, ſo great as a miſſion. 
to the heithens muſt naturally incur; your friends are 
few in number, moſt of them inaffluent in condition? 
We reply, that creation is our maſter's, and the fulneſs 
thereof. The gold and the ſilver are his, the cattle on 
a thouſand hills are at his diſpoſal; his ſervants, there- 
fore, he can eaſily fend forth, if he chuſes, without mon- 
ey, without ſcrip, without purſe, and not ſuffer them 
to lack. Sooner ſhall the ravens of the wilderneſs 
miniſter to their wants, or yonder cloud pour down 
manna for their ſupply, than the purpoſes of God come 
hort of their accompliſhment, Do any further aſk, if 
miſſionaries were furniſhed, if funds equal to the ex- 
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enſe were collected, is there a probability, or even a 


poſſibility, of ſucceſs? Are not the Indians roving in 
their habits, inveloped in ignorance, drenched in ſu- 
perſtition ? I reply, with God nothing is impoſſible, 


the moſt unſettled, his grace can arreſt, the moſt be- 


nighted, it enlightens, the moiſt ſtubborn, it effectually 
ſubdues, the rude rover of the wilderneſs, no leſs than 


the politer citizen of Ath2ygs or of Rome, it can turn 


from idols, to ſerve the living God. We rejett as un- 
worthy a reply that popular objection, that the time is 


not come, the time that the Lord's houſe ſhould be 


built. 


Thus ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, to-day if ye will 


hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 2 
Ox xx believe, and your eyes fhall yet fee the ſal- 


vation of our God. Read, ye that deſpond in the 


proſpect of our preſent difficulties, read the triumph 


of his church in former periods of the world. At the 
command of thefr covenant God, Iſrael, cruſhed by op- 


preſſion, diſheartened by diſappointment, ſuddenly re- 


vives ; {wells beyond the chains of their captivity, and 


march forth trom Egypt joyful and victorious. Al- 
ternately were the laws of nature fuſpended and reverſ- 
ed to ſubſerve their deliverance, and their defence. 
Have you never read of a Gideon, of Barak, and of 
Sampſon, and the prophets, whom time would tail me 
to number? who through faith ſubdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteouſneſs, obtained promiſes, ſtopped the 
mouths of hons, quenched the violence of fire, eſcaped 
the edge of the ſword, out of weakneſs were made ſtrong. 


* waxed valiant of fight, and turned to flight the armies 


of the aliens ? Behold again the apoſtles of the Lamb, 
few in number, mean in condition, unſkilled in world- 


ly policy, unaided by worldly power, witk no ſword 


but the {word of the {pirit, with no ſhield but the ſhield 


of faith, they go on conquering and to conquer. No 
ſooner is the trump of the Goſpel blown by this ſpirit- 
ual prieſthood, than lo! the walls of ſuperſtition totter 
on their baſe, every idol ſinks to the ground, and men 
of all kindreds and all characters, crowd tv the ſtand- 


ard of the croſs. 


Abaſhed for his former unbelief, we 
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hear the Jew rapturouſly exclaim, lo, I have found the 
Meſſiah of whom Moſes in the law, and the prophets 
did write! Convicted of his folly, we behold the gen- 
tile ſtart from his image, where he blindly kneeled; 
and bow in homage to the Son of David, as his Saviour 
and King. Who hath heard ſuch things, who hath 
ſeen ſuch things ? The earth brought forth in a day, 
and a nation was born at once; for as ſoon as Zion 
travailed, ſhe brought forth her children. Hitherto 
hath the Lord of hoſts performed his promiſes ; hath he 
now loſt power to redeem ? Is his arm unnerved by 
the ſhock of oppoſition, or fatigued by repeated exer- 
tions ? juſtly might he admoniſh our unbelief with 
the antient rebuke, O thou of little faith, wherefore doft thou 
doubt ! Haſt thou not known, haſt thou not heard that 
the everlaſting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends 
of the earth, fainteth not neither is weary. 

2. From a variety of appearances in Providence, are 
we not encouraged to hope that theſe prophecies are 
haſtening to their fulfilment ? Fatigued with her for- 
mer confinement, Zion begins to ſtretch forth her arms; 
ſhe virtually complains, © The place is too narrow for me, 
gwe place to me that I may dwell : bring my ſons from afar, 
and my daughters from the ends of the earth. Exertions 
the moſt unexampled, exertions the moſt diſintereſted, 
are making for the more general diffuſion of the Goſpel]. 
= Forgetting each inferior diſtinction, nobly crucifying 
chat unſocial, unchriſtian ſpirit, which rallies around 

the ſtandard of party, ſo hoſtile to the glory of Chriſt, 

|. and repugnant to the genius of his Goſpel, Chriſtians 
of different denominations are now concentrating their 
efforts towards one great deſign. This day we are af- 
ſembled to commemorate a new zra in the annals ot, 
Chriſtianity, A wonder indeed! Profeſſors of vari- 
ous communions, once torn by religious faction, 
each meditating the aggrandiſement of his own party, 
rather than the honour of their common Redeemer ; 
whoſe pretended zeal for the Lord of hoſts evaporated 
too much in rancorous reflections upon each other, now 
allociate together: they fit as brethren in the fame af. 
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ſembly; with one mouth glorify God, and with one 
mind deliberate on the concerns of his kingdom. The 
witling may deride our union, as the colluſion of prieſts, 
for promoting the reign of ſuperſtition; the ſnarling 
bigot may repreſent it as a conſpiracy againſt the truth, 
and a fearful ſtride to latitudinarianiſm; but confident 
I am, that he who hath wrought this which you both 
hear and ſee, is the Holy Ghoſt. While I look around 
this large aſſembly, while I recognize our unity of de- 
ſign, and harmony of meaſure, mark that ſolicitude 
which heaves in every breaſt, and folemmizes every 
countenance, my imagination involuntarily tranſports 
me to that memorable occaſion, when on the day of 
Pentecoſt the diſciples, with one accord, waited for the 
promiſe of the Father, in the effuſion of his ſpint. 
Thou breath of the Lord, that as a ruſhing wind de- 
ſcended upon them, blow mightily on our afſembly. 
Each heart inflame with an apoſtolic enthufiaſm, each 
tongue endow with an eloquence divine, to proclaim 
to the ſtranger and the foreigner, the wonders of Im- 
manuel's grace ! Hail, all hail, ye, whom zeal for the 
Lord of Hoſts, and compaſhon for periſhing mortals, 
have prompted to ſimilar exertions ! However remote 
in reſidence, or different in name, of whatever clime of 
the earth, or kindred of the nations you may be, our 
boſoms glow towards you with the affeQion of breth- 
ren: Our arms are extended to embrace you, as work. 
ers together with ourſelves in the Goſpel of one com- 
mon Lord. Jehovah the Holy Ghoſt bleſs you abun- 
dantly, and cement you more and more : By the liberal 
effuſion of his influence benign, may he preſerve your 
union as laſting as its objects are important and glori- 
ous. Zion's watchmen are ſeeing eye to eye, bleſſed 
pledge of the more bliſsful period when the Lord ſhall 
be one, and his name one, throughout the world. 

A VARIETY of other events in Providence might be 
mentioned, leading us to expect the ſpeedy ingathering 
of the gentiles. The general ſhaking of the nations is 
held forth in Scripture as the forerunner of the coming 
of him who is the deſire of all nations. God has fore- 
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warned us that he would. previouſly peur out his fury 
upon the ſeat of the beaſt ; this prediction has in part 
been already accompliſhed. The vials of his wrath 
have lately been emptied forth, and Io! the ſmoke of his 
torment aſcendeth ! One circumſtance, however, appears 


peculiarly hopeful for the heathen, which I tremble to 


mention! the increaſe and effrontery of infidelity among 
ourſelves. It is a part of the divine procedure, at once 
myſterious and awtul, that he makes trial of individu- 
als and nations; he affords to them for a ſeaſon the 
ordinances of his grace, but if theſe be unimproved, he 
transfers them to others: thus were the Jews at firſt 
rejected, and the gentiles introduced to the privileges of 
the Goſpel: thus the churches of Aſia, where the power 
of godlineſs ſo eminently flouriſhed, owing to their 
apoſtacy, are now utterly forſaken : they are erected a 
fearful monument of divine diſpleaſure: the candle- 
ſtick of o. nces is removed, and the dew of the Holy 
Ghoſt altogether ſuſpended. Tracing the movements 
of Providence, in former ages, and comparing our pre- 
ſent condition with that of other Chriſtian nations, 
when their judgment began, we are filled with the 
mingled emotions of terror and joy; of terror for our. 
felves, and of joy for the heathen. That lamp, the 
glorious Goſpel, which has long ſhone neglected in our 
abodes, which through the foul exhalations of the pit 
begins to glimmer, and threatens to expire, a righteous 
God may ſuddenly ſnatch from our enjoyment, and 
faften in the dark places of the earth. Already, in juſt 
indignation, he has ſhed upon us a ſpirit of ſlumber, 
giving us eyes that we ſhould not fee, ears that we 
mould not hear, and hearts that we ſhould not under- 
ſtand. Rarely has infidelity aſſumed a more effront- 
ful air. Many that were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, and early inſtructed in the principles of 
his divine religion, have openly renounced their pro- 
feſſion. They imagine that their talents can be conſe- 
crated to no better or nobler purpdſe, than the blaſ- 
pheming of every thing ſacred. They trample under 
foot the Son of God, account the blood of the covenant 
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with which they were ſanctified, an unholy thing, and 
do deſpite to the Spirit of Grace. If any ſuch are pre: 
ſent, with all the fidelity of Jehovah's meſſenger, I em- 
brace this opportunity to warn them of their danger. 
The experiment of avowedly rejecting the great ſalva- 
tion muſt be conſidered as leaft as hazardous. Have you 
deliberately weighed the awful import of that deelara- 
tion, / any man be aſhamed of me and my Goſpel, of him 
ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he comes in the glory 
of his Father, and with the holy angels. Where wilt thou 
ſtand, thou baptized infidel, thou waſhed to fouler 
ſtain,” where wilt thou ſtand when yonder heaven ſhall 
reveal thy judge, in the full blaze of uncreated glory? 


Can thy heart endure, when the very elements of na- 


ture ſhall melt before the lightnings of his indignation ? 


Whether wilt thou flee for help, when the halls and 


the mountains, to which a blind deſpair may hurry 
thee, thall ſtart afide, and leave thee a defenceleſs prey 
to his thirſting ſword ? Canſt thou anſwer for one of a 
thouſand of thy ermes, when the book of remembrance, 
opened by his hand, ſhall expoſe the large catalogue 
unwelcome to thy view ? when every tran{grethon thou 
haſt committed, the covenant of baptiſm violated, the 
ordinances of grace neglected, rhe influences of the 
Spirit thou haſt quenched, each contemptuous thought 
thou haſt fecretly cherifhed, or ſcoff openly caſt at 
Chri ſt or this cauſe, fhall riſe freih to thy recollection ? 
The apoſtate angel may palliate his doom, by pleading 
that no redemption was procured for hun ;” the ſav- 
age of the wilderneſs may leſſen his condemnation, by 
pleading **that the Saviour was never offered to him ;” 
but no circumſtance, thou Goſpel deſpiſer, can be ſug- 
geſted to ſoften the horrors of thy damnation. That 
declaration from the lips of the affronted Saviour, I 
called and ye refuſed, muſt ſhut thee up in ſullen and 
flent defpair. Be not deceived, my beloved hearers, 
let none confider theſe as imaginary terrors that ſhall 
never be realized. O, no! as certainly as my voice 
now vibrates upon your ears, ſhall the arch angel's 


trump thunder the ſummons along the tomb, awaze, 
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erife ye dead and come to gudgment. Let none regard 


theſe ſentations as magnified, in order to excits 
unneceffary fears, or to ſtartle the timid and the weak. 
O, no! Who knows the power of Jehovah's anger ? as 
far as the drop of water is ſurpaſſed by the infinite 
ocean, ſo far will the terrors of that day riſe above the 


efforts of deſcription. The kings of the earth, and the 


great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, ſhall 
kide themſelves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains, 
and cry to the mountains and rocks, fall on us, and hide us 

2 the face of him that ſitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb ; for the great day of his wrath is come, 
and who ſhall be able to fland. Acquaint now yourſelves 
with him and be at peace. This day is the great God 
renewing his overtures of peace. He is in Chriſt re- 
conciling the world unto himſelf ; come now and let 
us reaſon together, is his gracious invitation, Come 
now and let us reaſon together; though your fins be 
as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow ; though they be 
red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. 

3. From theſe words are ſuggeſted the doctrines up- 
on which, in preaching the Goſpel, we ought principal- 
ly to dwell. Whether at home, or among the heathen, 
let it be our firſt concern, to faſten upon the ſinner's 
conſcience, a conviction of his natural degeneracy. Let 
us exhibit to him, in the mirror of divine revelation, 
his real though fearful counterpart, his guilt, his cor- 
ruption, his utter inability, by any ſtrength of his own, 
to emerge from his wretchedneſs, .and thus proftrate 


him ſubmiſhve, at the feet of ſovereign mercy. Whence 


ariſes the bold invaſion, that has lately been made up- 
on the doctrines of grace, which have conſtituted in all 
ages the bulwark of Chriſtianity ; the general oppoſi- 
tion to our election by the Father's love, our juftifica- 
tion by a vicarious righteouſneſs imputed, our inſtate- 
ment in the covenant, and progreſſive ſanctification, by 
the operations of the Holy Ghoſt ? It proceeds princi- 
pally, if not entirely, from ignorance of our original de- 

ravity. He who acknowledges the apoſtacy of man- 
kind, who acknowledges that by the demerit of this 
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apoſtacy, we have forfeited every claim upon the di- 
vine favour, mult alſo acknowledge that if all are re- 
covered, this recovery muſt be purely of grace; if a part 
only are-reſtored, undeſerved mercy is manifeſted to 
them, but not the leaſt injuſtice done to the reſt. To the 
conſcience awakened with a ſenſe of guilt, and trembling 
under apprehenſions of divine wrath, it becomes us to 
Droclaim a crucified Jeſus, as the only remedy. There 
b no ſalvation in any other: There is no redemption 
from the curſe, but through the application of his blood: 
There is no title to the heavenly inheritance, but by 
the imputation of his righteouſneſs. Some who make 
pretenſions to ſuperior attainments in diving things, 
have Tuggeſted the propriety of carefully concealing, 
in our addreſſes to the heathen, the peculiar doctrines 
of Chriſtianity, and of adopting in their room, a ſyſtem 
of rational religion. They ſuppoſe that by this accom- 
modating principle, we ſhould arreſt their attention, 
prepoflſel their affections, and probably ſucceed in 
their converhon, This method, ſhould it eventually 
prove ſucceſsful, would literally be making their faith, 
to reſt not on the power of God, but in the wiſdom of 


men. It would, as a writer guffly obſerves, be © heath- 


enizing ourſelves, inſtead of Chriſtianizing the heath- 
en.” But however plauſible theſe infinuations appear 
in theory, in ſact they are notoriouſly falſe. The artleſs, 
unaffected doctrines of the croſs, have ever triumphed 
in the converſion of ſinners: they conſtitute that artil- 
lery of heaven, before which the ignorance of ſuperſti- 
tion and the hardineſs of infidelity are equally unable 
to ſtand. The great apoſtle of the gentiles was no un- 
ſucceſsful preacher of righteouſneſs; yet, did he aim at 
modelling his diſcourſes to meet the different diſpoſi- 
tions of his hearers ? Did he aim at gratifying the curi- 
oſity of the inquiſitive, at flattering the pride of the 
ſpeculative, or meeting the ruder apprehenſions of the 
vulgar ? No: Whether his audience was the ſenſual 
mhabitaats of Crete, or the more poliſhed citizens of 
Athens, or of Rome, his theme was unvaried : He de- 
termined to know nothing ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
E 
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erucified. With the ſame doctrine the Moravians in 
the north, the Danes in the eaſt, a Brainard,“ a Mayhew, 
an Edwards, and an Elliot, in our own country, have 
bronghtan the firſt fruits of the pagan world, as a pledge 
of the ingathering of the whole. 


No apotogy I truſt is requiſite for inſerting a few remarks 
from the liſe of Mr. Brainard, written by the great Jonathan Ed- 
wards, pages 330,331. And here it is worthy to be conſidered, 
not only the effect of Calviniſtic principles, as they are called, 
upon Mr. Brainard himſelt, but alſo the ſame effect of ſuch 
doctrines as taught and inculcated by him, on others. It is abun- 
dantly pretended of late years, that theſe doctrines tend to under- 
mine the very foundations of all religion and morality, and to 
enervate and vacate all reaſonable motives to the exerciſe and prac- 
tice of thEm, and lay invincible ſtumbling blocks before infidels, 
to hinder their embracing Chriſtianity ; and that the contrary doc- 
trines are the fruitful principles of virtue and goodneſs, ſet relig- 
ion on its right bafis, repreſent it in an amiable light, give its mo- 
tives their full force, and recommend it to the reaſon and common 
ſenſe of mankind; but where can they find an inſtance of fo great 
and ſignal an effect of their doctrines, in bringing infidels who 
were at ſuch a diſtance from all that is civil, humane, fober, ra- 
tional and Chriſtian, and ſo full of moderate prejudices againſt 
theſe things, to ſuch a degree of humanity, civihty, exerciſe of 
reaſon, ſelf.-denial and Chriſtian virfue? Arminians place relig- 
ion in morality ;- let them bring an inſtance of their doctrine, pro- 
ducing ſuch a transformation of a people, in point of morality.” 
To theſe we may add a few obſervations of Mr. Brainard him- 
ſelf. * Thoſe doftrines, which had the moſt direct tendency to 
humble the fallen creature, to ſhew him the miſery of his natural 
Rate, to bring him down to the foot of ſovereign mercy, and to 
exalt the Great Redeemer, diſcover his tranſcendant Excellency 
and infinite preciouſneſs ; and ſo to recommend him to the ſin- 
ner's acceptance, were the ſubje& matter of what was delivered in 
public and private to them, and from time to time repeated and 
inculcated upon them: Gen. Rem. page 66. A ſingle obſerva- 
tion like this, founded on actual experiment, is more 4 
than volumes of ſpeculation. By their reſpective fruits, we mu 
judge of principles,.as well as of perſons. Fafts in divinity, no 
leſs than in philoſophy, are obſtinate arguments, Theſe doctrines 
therefore which have overcome all polible oppoſition, which tri- 
umphed, in the firſt promulgation of the Goſpel, over the influ- 
ence of combined wealth, policy and power, which have ſince 
ſucceeded in purifying, the moſt profligate, in civilizing the moſt 
ſavage, which have proſtrated the pride of philoſophy at the foot 
of the croſs, and changed even the lion into a lamb, prove them- 


ſelves fully to be both the wiſdom of God, and the power of God. 
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Ac Ain, while we recommend the ſinner to the Lord 
Jeſus for reconciliation and acceptance, let us unequiy- 
ocally point out the neceſſity of the Spirit for ſanctiſica- 
tion. With equal propriety might Chriſt and his right- 
eouſneſs be overlooked, as the Holy Ghoſt and his 
operations, Perhaps a concealment of this ſcriptural 
truth may be confidered as a principal reafon why the 
preaching of the. Goſpel is ſo mourufully unſucceſsful 
among ourſelves. By not duly realizing our utter in- 
ability to produce a ſaving change upon our hearers, 
or teaching them the humiliating leſſon, that they are 
without ſtrength, that they cannot act faith, repentance, 
or any other grace, independently of divine aid, we 
have provoked the gracious Spirit to depart ; and what 
is the conſequence ?. Ordinances. have loſt their uſual 
efficacy. ; they are not, as formerly, the power of God 
for the conviction and converhon of finners. To our 


mournful experience, we have now been taught, what 


we refuſed to learn from his word, that without wha we Can 
do nothing. 

Pzxmit me to intrude further upon your patience, 
by inviting the attention of two claſſes of my audience. 

Sven ok us, brethren and fathers, as are inveſted with 
the ſacred office of the miniſtry, theſe words call loud- 
ly to rouſe from our ſpiritual floth, to give diligence to 
make our own calling and election ſure... Pretenſions 
of zeal for ſpreading the Goſpel mult be mere mockery 
of the Moſt High, it we, ourſelves, have not previouſly 
honoured him by believing on his Son; beſides, of all 
men, the ungodly miniſter is, beyond conception, the 
moſt miſerable. Each terror of the law, which he de- 
nounces againſt others, faſtens the ſeal to his o con- 
demnation. While, with his hand, he points his hear- 
ers the path to immortality, his own fect are. glidin 
imperceptibly along the plain to endleſs deſtruction. 
He is employed in recommending a Saviour, in whom 
he has no intereſt ; in painting the joys of heaven, 
which, without a change, he ſhall never participate; 
in deſcribing the horrors of a hell, to which he is hal- 
tening, The weight of our preſent work, requires us 


L 4 
alſo to be ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Our ſi uation is awfully critical, no leſs than important: 
do, we look at home, infidehty rages,; like a mighty 
torrent, fwelling as it advances, it has broken in upon 
our borders, and thouſands on every hand are hur- 
ried and overwhelmed in its deadly ſtream: riſing en, 
as they roll, they now float upon the ſurface, and are 
polluting, with the contagion of hell, the whole atmoſ- 
phere of the Church. Do we look abroad, a field im- 
menſe and uncultivated opens to our view. The Vine- 
yard of the Lord of Hoſts, is ſpreading wide her boun- 
datics ; but, alas! who is ſufficient to explore and im- 
prove her uncultivated parts? Theſe things are men- 
tioned, not to diſcourage from our preſent purpoſes : 
God forbid ! but they are defigned to ſhake" us from 
every created confidence, that we may reſt upon Jeho- 
vah, as our ſupport. To him, no difficulty is uncon- 
querable, no obſtacle inſurmountable. Relying on his 
ſtrength, the feeble become as David; worm Jacob 
threſhes the mountains, and beats them ſmall as duſt. 
Oppoſition, in the diſcharge of our duty, we muſt cal. 
culate upon meeting: our greateſt temptation; however, 
docs not ariſe from the open adverlary ; the enemy in 
the camp, the traitor in diſguiſe, is our moſt dangerous 
foe. The reproach of being * righteous overmuch,” 
of being ! frantic, wild, or enthuſiaſtic,” ſecretly inſin- 
uated by a brother, or a friend, has often ſerved to 
"ſhake from his firmnels the man who could have met 
unmoved the majeſty of tribunals, and the terror of 
Hames. But let not theſe things trouble us, neither let 
us hold our reputation, or even our lives, dear, that we 
way finiſh our courſe with joy. Brethren, remember, we 
muſt be comparatively hated, houles and lands muſt be 
forſaken, when the honours of our maſter and the ſal. 
vation of fouls are at ſtake. What avail all the pain, 
the poverty, or reproach, that can accompany the crols, 
When the unutterable glories of the crown ſwell upon 
our view ? Need we ſtartle at the apprehenſion of be- 
ing difowned by an acquaintance, however reſpected, 
or a brother, a filter, or parent, however dear? believ- 
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ing that they who turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall 
maine as ſtars and as ſuns forever and ever. The con- 
verſion of a ſingle ſavage, will reward us a thouſand 
fold. Tranſporting thought I As this event nom tranſ- 
rts; wilb thrill the ſpirits of juſt men perfected: ther 
will. u be joy before the — of God: Jefus, our be- 
loved, willi ſee of the travail of his ſoul and be ſatisſied: 
the Holy Ghoſt will * another monument to the 
glory of his grace. 745 
Ae ax, let ſuch as are not immediately connected 
with any paſtoral charge, examine whether Providence 
be not calling them to embark as miſſionaries to the 
heathen. The preſent is a ſingularly favourable oppor. 
tunity for ſuch, of bringing glory to the Redeemer, of 
rendering inconceivable ſervices to their fellow-crea- 
tures, and embalming eternally their own names among 
the living in Jeruſalem. * Honourable among men, 
honourable in the eyes of angels, and of God 'himlelf, 
will our firſt miſſionaries be.” Might I, without the 
ſuſpicion of oſtentation, be indulged in expreſſing my 
own feelings, I would declare, that, next to that grace 
of the Lord Jeſus that accounted me faithful for the 
miniſtry, I adore his goodneſs in giving me a feat in 
this Miſhonary Society; and a greater glory than either 
would I account it, were his Providence pointing me 
out as a ſuitable miſſionary preacher to the heathen. 
If a bare cup of cold water given to a diſciple of Jeſus, 
ſhall not be forgotten; if the honeſt confeſſion of his 
name will be honourably acknowledged in preſence of 
his Father and the angels; how accumulated muſt be 
the reward, how unutterable the glory of thoſe who 
leave all and follow him ; who exchange the lap of 
eaſe, and affluence and honour, for the fatigues, the 
poverty, and perils of the wilderneſs ! Near to the 
Mediator on his throne will ſuch be invited to fit down; 
palms of immortal victory will be put into their hands, 
and crowns of pre-eminent luſtre ſet upon their heads. 
Behold the ark of the covenant reſts, even the everlaſt- 
ing Goſpel ; is there no tribe of Levi to light it upand 
bear it along ? Ocean divides his waters that you may 
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1 
ſafely paſs over! Will you tempt the Lord by waiting 
for farther figns ? Lo, the pillar of cloud and of fire, 
the pavilion of the redeeming angel, deſcends; yt hov- 
ers over yonder waſte, will you not venture forward 
under its divine protection? Already the voice re-echoes 
through the wilderneſs, prepare ye the way of the Lord. 
The mountains fink, the valleys riſe, crooked places are 
made ſtraight, and rough places plain. Go through! 
go through! ye miniſters of our God, and may the 
breaker go up before you, even Jehovah our king, upon 
your head. | | 


Now, BIESsED BEB Tux Lond Gos, 1E Gop op 
IsRAEL, WHO ONLY DOTH WONDROUS THINGS; AND 
BLESSED BE HIS GLORIOUS NAME FOREVER ! AND LET 
THE WHOLE EARTH BE FILLED WITH His GLory ! 
AMEN, Au Dp AMEN! EA | 


FINIS. 


/ 


ERRATA. 


Page 6, line 5, for refra&ured, read refrated. 
8, I. 12, eraſe the word from, and for dream 
* 4 | 
23, 1. 32, for from, read for. 
36, 1. 7, for 2 re ad _ 
36, I. 32, eraſe the word we, 
371 J. 4, for now read new, ; 
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